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is the more necessary as the Moors are bound by no ties of gratitude, and
every day's experience convinces us that Mussulmen will remain firm to the
engagements no longer than while they are actuated by principles of fear,
always ripe for a change wherever there is the smallest prospect of success.
Such a disposition cannot fail begetting in them a suspicion of others, and
even the Subah (though we really believe him to be bur firm friend and he
had equal reasons to believe so of us with regard to him, it being so much
our mutual advantage) betrayed a jealousy of the extraordinary interest we
have gained throughout the country by the victory at Placis and the expedi-
tion to Patna, and he seems to be taking all possible pains to lessen it by
removing or cutting off those people in his service who are suspected of being
too well affected to us. To this motive may probably be attributed Roydulub's
disgrace and the assassinating very lately two of the principal officers
about the court. The minister would have incurred the same unhappy
fate had we not interposed and saved him. He is now safe in Calcutta, and
it may prove of great consequence hereafter to have a person of his fortune
and weight in the province so immediately under our protection. As Ram
Narain's particular attachment to the English is unquestionable he would run
great risques of falling a sacrifice to the same jealousy, but that the Nabob
is afraid of his power and besides well knows we are bound in honor and
justice to support his cause to the utmost of our abilities at all events. We
have already more than once represented to you the absolute necessity of
your sending a sufficient force in order to fix the great resolution [revolution]
that has been here brought about in your favor, indeed the ancient sistem
of politicks is thereby totally overset and the large extent of country secured
to you by the late treaty will little avail the Company unless it have at the
same time enlarged their views. They are now not only to look upon them-
selves as a trading company but as a military company also, possessed of a
considerable landed property which can only be maintained by arms. The
question then is simply this: whether they think it worthwhile to keep up a
force in order to preserve their valuable acquisitions or join with the French
in reducing the affairs of the province to their private principles, whether
they will command or be commanded, be masters or servants; the choice must
be left to them but we think it a duty we owe our employers fairly to repre-
sent things to you.
8.    Monsr. Laws with a handful of men has been traversing the country
and endeavouring to form a party but without success.   He has proceeded
almost as far as Delhi but all his solicitations to engage that Court in his
interest have proved ineffectual nor has he been able to induce any of the
country forces to join him.   We have accounts of him so late as the end of
November at which time he was at Chutterpore a considerable distance to
the northward of Bena^ras.   We apprehend the news of Monsr. Lally's arrival
and hopes of succors from Deckan has kept up that party so long; however,
as all their expectations from thence must jaow be at an end, we are persuaded
Monsr. Laws must soon disband his people and leave everyone to shift for
himself the best he can; he may perhaps make his way with a few of them
into Deckan.
9.    The success in Bengal has acquired us so great a reputation "at the
Court of Delhi that the Vizier has several times addressed himself to the